
 

Major international news agencies warn Zuma over media
freedom

Four of the world's largest news agencies have added their voices to the mounting tsunami of opposition against the
proposed media appeals tribunal and Protection of Information Bill. Agence France Presse, The Associated Press,
Bloomberg and Reuters have written to President Jacob Zuma, expressing their concerns.

"Agence France Presse, The Associated Press, Bloomberg and Reuters welcome your call
for debate on media and media freedoms in South Africa," their letter reads. "As
international news agencies operating in South Africa, we would like to raise concerns that a
proposal for a media tribunal and the Protection of Information Bill could restrict our work
and the work of other journalists."

Although couched in the language of diplomacy, the message is very clear. The international media community will not
stand quietly by as the ruling party government seeks to quash the freedoms of media and expression by restricting the
free-flow of information and granting the State punitive oversight on media affairs.

Read the full article on www.thedailymaverick.co.za.
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